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Dear Reader, 

This third newsletter is to inform you about the activities and products that will be developed 

during the life span of the Sprinter pro driver ERASMUS+ project. This newsletter will give you 

the updates about the project and the activities already carried out by the partners. 

 

You will read about: 

• Results of the project 

• Professional Drivers meet to discuss the changing role of the Professional Driver 

• A Look At The Future of Road Transport  

• Next Project Meeting 
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Results of the project 

Currently, partners are working on Output 3 “Sprinter Pro Driver- Training Path”. Once they 
had analysed the learning outcomes emerged on IO1 Sprinter Pro Driver Competence Map 
and the training areas suggested by the EU Directive 2003/59, partners are working on the 
creation of the training contents and its adaptation to the mobile learning system.  

The leading partner has created a training path with specifications on aims, objectives and 
description of how to carry out the training for third parties. Partners have decided to create 
the interactive educational resource with H5P, a free and open-source tool, that allows the 
creation of interactive content, which include interactive presentations, interactive videos, 
games, and quizzes on the web. Once it was chosen, a short document was drafted with 
instructions for partners on how to create interactive educational resources with it. 

In order to help all partners with this activity, a first prototype was developed during the 
summer, it covers a module of the area Load Security.  

 

At this moment each partner is finalizing at least 2 pieces of interactive educational resources 
and as soon as they are finalized, they will be available in the Sprinter web page.  

Other activities carried on are the drafted of the pilot training methodology for all partners to 
follow when carrying out the pilot testing, and the definition of the framework for the focus 
groups which will be held within Output 4 - "Sprinter Pro Driver - Training Methodology and 
transferability guide". The focus groups will give the partners a feedback of the project 
activities.  
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Professional Drivers meet to discuss the changing role of the Professional Driver 

At the end of September 2018m our colleague Barry Lyons interviewed a number of presidents 
of some of Europe’s leading driver representative organisations at the Union Internationale 
Des Chauffeurs and Routiers (UICR) at the world professional driving championships in Ghent 
Belgium. The Sprinter programme interviewed Pamela Dennison from the European 
Professional Drivers Association (EPDA) who was participating in the competition and asked 
how she was saw the future of training in the industry. Her answerers were in line with those 
drivers from Italy, Germany, Poland, Croatia, Finland and many others. The key to professional 
driving is a more recognisable training programme that reflects the demands on the, daily 
administrative, regulatory and technological demands have now become the responsibility of 
the driver. It is now recognised that the role is very diverse however a driver can find 
themselves at different ends of the demand spectrum with a simple change of employer. 

Sprinter are meeting with the President of the UICR and the EPDA in Vienna at the end of 
January 2019 to discuss the future of the LGV driver in the new transport environment.  

   

  

Theo van Hulzen from Holland and Barry 

Lyons from Ireland discuss the changing role 

of the Professional Driver for both LGV and 

HGV drivers and the steps that are being 

taken to support drivers.   

LGV drivers compete 

with the best in the 

World at the UICR World 

Championships in Ghent 

Belgium 

September/October 

2018 
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A Look At The Future of Road Transport  

  

Sprinter visited the Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) Conference on “The Future of UK 
Road Freight” (28th November 2018). TRL’s Academy Director Richard Cuerden invited a wide 
range of speakers from Government and local council departments, Universities and 
Industry bodies. Attendees represented the full spectrum of the road transport sector, from 
vehicle manufacturers, energy providers, local Authorities and general interest group 
representatives. 

Matthew Edwards from the Department of Transport outlined the Government’s policy to 
reduce emissions to zero by 2040. There are three key objectives, 1. To reduce greenhouse 
emissions, 2. Improve air quality and finally 3. Protect the natural environment. 40% of new 
van sales will be ultra-low emission types by 2030. Bio-methane and natural gas will be the 
preferred choice.  

Professor Samir Dani from the University of Huddersfield demonstrated how new 
technologies in the supply chain are being developed to deal with the growing number of city 
deliveries caused by online shopping trends. LGV’s have now overtaken HGV’s in miles 
delivered. This is being reflected in the number of last mile deliveries being delivered by LGV’s.  

Professor Tom Cherrett from the University of Southampton gave feedback on his trails of last 
mile deliveries in a city environment. He outlined that some deliver drivers are making 
between 120 and 450 deliveries/collections daily. It can take up to six months for a driver to 
learn the route.  

Cities are increasing in population density; new technologies are being trialled to meet with 
the growing demand for next day deliveries. While trials are being done on new urban delivery 
concepts to move away from motorised delivery, such as, drones, walking and cycling 
deliveries, it is clearly evident from all of the presentations, that LGV drivers are key to meeting 
the demand of this growing sector for the very foreseeable future.  The Sprinter programme 
is now an essential project that can support the knowledge requirements for new and existing 
LGV drivers in an increasingly technological and regulatory demanding role.  
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Next Project Meeting 

Next project meeting will be held in Fano (Italy) on 17th and 18th of January 2019. In the 
meeting partners will discuss about intellectual outputs, principally IO3 (Training Path) and 
IO4 (Training Methodology and Transferability Guide), next activities and the general 
development of the project.  
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Follow our Facebook and LinkedIn pages to be updated on further news. 

https://www.facebook.com/sprinterprodriverproject/  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13563215/  

https://www.facebook.com/sprinterprodriverproject/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13563215/

